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ABSTRACT 



This statistical profile is a collection of statistical 



information about North Carolina's elementary and secondary schools. This is 
the 25th edition of the publication. The purpose is to provide general 
statistical data to the public, professional educators, and the General 
Assembly. The profile includes information on public school students, 
personnel, and finances. Tables with statewide data are presented in Part 1 
for : (1) pupil accounting; (2) non-promotion rates by grade; (3) projected 

final average daily membership; (4) exceptional pupils; (5) pupil membership 
by race/ethnic origin; (6) high school graduates' intentions; (7) projections 
of high school graduates; (8) public school dropout and retention data; (9) 
public school personnel summary; (10) experience status of instructional 
personnel; (11) highest degree held by instructional personnel; (12) selected 
characteristics of classroom teachers; and (13) selected statistics of local 
salary supplements. Part 2 contains data on pupil accounting, high school 
graduate intentions, public school personnel, and current expense 
expenditures for each local school system. Part 3 provides pupil accounting 
and financial data for the 57 charter schools operating in North Carolina in 
the school year. (Contains 42 tables.) (SLD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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Foreword 




The North Carolina Public Schools Statistical Profile is a collec- 
tion of statistical information about North Carolina’s elementary and 
secondary schools. This is the twenty-fifth edition of the publication. 
It was initiated in 1975. 

The purpose of this book is to provide general statistical data to the 
public, professional educators, and the General Assembly. This profile 
includes information on public school pupils, personnel, and finances. 
Tables with statewide data are presented in Part I. Part II contains data 
on pupil accounting, high school graduate intentions, public school 
personnel, and current expense expenditures for each local school 
system. Part III provides pupil accounting and financial data for the 
charter schools. 

This publication would not be possible without the full support 
and dedicated efforts of public school administrators, principals, and 
teachers. Their efforts in making this information available are grate- 
fully acknowledged. 




Phillip J. Kirk, Jr. 



Chairman 

State Board of Education 



Mike Ward 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
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Part I: 



State Summary 





Pupil Information 



Pupil 

Accounting 



Pupil accounting data are among the most useful sources of information available to 
state and local administrators and to the public in general. This information provides the 
core of the data used in evaluation, planning, allocation of funds, and measurement of 
compliance with federal and state regulations. The basic pupil accounting form used in 
North Carolina is the Principal’s Monthly Report. There are nine reporting periods of 
twenty school days each. Enrollment (ENROLL), average daily membership (ADM), and 
average daily attendance (ADA) are calculated from this report. Membership- last-day 
(MED), promotions (PROM), and nonpromotions (NP) are derived from the ninth month 
report. Tables 1 -6 present state totals of these student counts for the past ten years. First 
month 1 998-99 figures are included for enrollment, ADM, and ADA. Pupi 1 accounting data 
for each local education agency (LEA) appear in Part II. 



The definitions of pupil accounting terms used in this publication are: 

Enrollment : The term enrollment represents the number of pupils registered in the 
state’s public schools. Once a pupil is initially counted in the enrollment figure, he/ 
she remains in that count throughout the school year. Students transferring to the 
North Carolina public school system from another state or from non-public schools 
are added to enrollment. Enrollment is not reduced by transfers, withdrawals, deaths, 
or midyear graduations. The end of the year enrollment thus shows a higher count 
than the actual number of students in school. Final enrollment, therefore, should not 
be compared to first month enrollment. 

Average Daily Membership : The total number of school days within a given term 
or school year that a student’ s name is on the current roll of a class, regardless of hi s/ 
her being present or absent, is the “number of days in membership” for that student. 
The sum of the “number of days in membership” for all students divided by the 
number ofschool days in the term yields ADM. The final average daily membership 
is the total days in membership for all students over the school year divided by the 
numberofdays school was in session. Average daily membership is a more accurate 
count of the number of students in school than enrollment. 

Average Daily Attendance : Attendance is the presence of a student on days when 
school is in session. A student is counted as present only when he/she is actually at 
school, present at another activity sponsored by the school as part of the school’s 
program, or personally supervised by a member ofthe staff. The total numberofdays 
of attendance for all students divided by the total number of school days in a given 
period gives the average daily attendance (ADA). 

Membership Last Day. Promotions, and Nonpromotions : Membership Last, Day 
refers to the number of students remaining in membership as ofthe last day of school 
for the academic year. Students who are in membership on the last day are either 
advanced to thenext grade (promotions) for the coming school yearor retained in the 
same grade (nonpromotions) for the succeeding school year. Promotions and 
nonpromotions have been adjusted after summer school. 
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Nonpromotion 
Rate by 
Grade 



Projected 
Final Average 
Daily 

Membership 



Exceptional 

Pupils 



Pupil Member- 
ship by Race 
and Gender 



Statewide nonprom otion rates over a ten-year period are presented in Table 7. The rates 
were computed by dividing the number of nonprom oted students (NP) by the last school day 
membership (MLD). Nonpromotion ratesfor individual LEAs can be calculated usingNP 
and MLD figures given in Part II. 

Since promotion policies vary among LEAs, care should be exercised in making 
comparisons of nonpromotion rates, particularly at the secondary level. Many secondary 
schools require the completion of a fixed number of Carnegie units or of a required 
curriculum to advance to the next grade level. In many cases, nonpromotion of a grade in 
high school may indicate the failure of a single course rather than the entire or overall course 
load for that grade level. 

Many students who are not promoted at the end of the regular school session attend 
summer school. A number of them are promoted to the next grade after successfully 
com.pleting the summer session. Nonpromotion rates reflect the results of summer school 
promotions. Table 8 reveals the impact of the 1998 summer school on the 1997-98 
nonpromotion rate. 



The method used in the projection of school final average daily membership is known 
as the cohort survival method. With this method, residential births and grade membership 
are used to calculate the grade survival ratios. To obtain stable survival ratios, a period of 
five years of historical data is used. The projected information has proven valuable to all 
phases of school planning both at the state and local levels. Table 9 summarizes ADM 
projections by grade level for the state while Table 1 0 gives the projected final ADM for 
each LEA. 



Information on the numbers of exceptional students identified and served by primary 
exceptionality classification as ofDecember I is a part ofthe certified headcount submitted 
to Exceptional Children/InstructionalServiceseachyear. The figures in Table 1 1 represent 
an unduplicated count of students (ages 3-2 1 ) who have Individual Education Plans (lEPs) 
and are eligible for federal funds (Title VI-B). Intellectually/academically gifted (AG) 
students were dropped from the exceptionality classificationsas of the 1 998-99 school year. 



Information on pupils in membership by their race and gender is collected annually by 
the Department of Public Instruction. This information is maintained toensure compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1 964 and Title IV ofthe Education Amendments 
of 1 972 . School membership is reported by race and gender as ofthe end ofthe first school 
month. Table 1 2 is a summary of the pupi Is in membership for 1 998-99 by race and gender. 
Table 13 presents pupil membership by race from 1979-80 to 1998-99. These figures 
should not be confused with average daily membership. Charter school membership is 
excluded from Table 1 2 and Table 13. Table37on pages 33 3-334 lists this data for charter 
schools. 



High School 

Graduates 

Intentions 



At the end of the school year, guidance counselors and principals at every high school 
reportthe postgraduate intentions oftheir diploma recipients. The report includes all those 
who have completed the requirements for graduation since the end ofthe previous school 
year. Intentions of the graduates are categorized as follows: 



• enrolling in senior (four year) institutions (public and private); 

• enrolling in community and technical colleges; 

• enrolling in junior colleges; 

• enrolling in trade, business, and nursing schools; 

• enlisting in military service; 

• seeking employment; 

• other. 



Table 14 is the state summary of 1998 graduates’ intentions. Table 15 presents a five- 
year history of this information. High school graduates’ intentions for each LEA can be 
found in Part II of this publication. 

A projection of the number of high school graduates by LEA is presented in Table 1 6. 
The future number of high school graduates in each LEA is determined by the prevailing 
birth counts, immigration and emigration rates into and out ofthe region, promotions, and 
school dropout patterns. 



Public School 
Dropout and 
Retention 
Data 



A dropout is a student who leaves school before graduation or completion of a program 
of study for any reason except death or transfer to another school. Students drop out of 
school for many reasons - academic failure, discipline problems, employment, illness, 
marriage, family instability, and/or dislike of school. The statistics on dropouts in Table 
1 7 are compiled from information submitted to the Department of Public Instruction by 
local school systems. The rate represents the percent of grades 7- 1 2 students who drop 
out of school in one school year. 



The retention rate is the ratio of the number of twelfth graders at the end of the current 
school year to the number of ninth graders at the beginning of the fourth preceding school 
year. Retention rates are not adjusted for student migration, transfer, nonpromotion, or 
deaths during the four high school years. Therefore, retention rates are not true graduation 
rates. 

During the 1 997-98 school year, 3 .43 percent ofthe students in seventh through twelfth 
grades dropped out of school. 
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TABLE 1 

FINAL ENROLLMENT BY GRADE 





K 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


EXCP* 


TOTAL 


1988-89 


89,235 


91,514 


86,161 


86,282 


83,985 


82,482 


84,380 


82,694 


85,330 


93,236 


87,060 


78,242 


74,846 


16,147 


1,121,594 


1989-90 


90,718 


91,784 


87,927 


86,778 


85,989 


84,251 


83,967 


86,053 


81,949 


93,822 


84,110 


74,929 


69,484 


17,120 


1.118,881 


1990-91 


92,504 


92,230 


88,541 


88,081 


86,379 


85,892 


85,445 


85,675 


85,114 


91,289 


82,937 


72,631 


66,727 


17,653 


1,121,098 


1991-92 


92,635 


94,680 


89,872 


88,787 


88,081 


86,750 


87,381 


87,414 


84,500 


94,593 


80,834 


71,887 


64,961 


19,225 


1,131,600 


1992-93 


94,288 


94,644 


91,931 


91,032 


88,030 


88,023 


89,319 


88,592 


87,182 


95,355 


83,755 


69,884 


64,323 


20,299 


1,146,657 


1993-94 


98,179 


97,083 


93,395 


92,882 


89,383 


88,980 


89,990 


89,744 


88,634 


98,463 


82,708 


72,234 


61,917 


21,656 


1,165,248 


1994-95 


102,760 


101,696 


95,360 


94,064 


92,825 


90,269 


90,619 


91,646 


89,214 


101,940 


84,929 


69,939 


63,354 


23,220 


1,191,835 


1995-96 


106,174 


106,478 


100,464 


96,358 


94,294 


93,860 


92,172 


93,110 


91,560 


105,388 


86,097 


71,228 


60,680 


22,027 


1,219,890 


1996-97 


108,292 


110,525 


106,610 


102,119 


98,213 


96,960 


97,935 


96,420 


94,980 


110,967 


88,477 


73,417 


62,229 


** 


1,247,144 


1997-98 


109,015 


112,187 


109,088 


106,740 


102,226 


99,361 


99,412 


99,823 


96,560 


111,610 


90,659 


74,856 


63,412 


** 


1,274,949 


Public 


108,404 


111,742 


108,622 


106,332 


101,805 


98,949 


98,754 


99,295 


96,233 


111,459 


90,562 


74,784 


63,384 


** 


1,270,325 


Charter 


611 


445 


466 


408 


421 


412 


658 


528 


327 


151 


97 


72 


28 


** 


4,624 



FIRST MONTH ENROLLMENT BY GRADE, 1998-99 





K 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


EXCP 


TOTAL 


1998-99 


103,571 


108,106 


105,936 


105,271 


102,848 


99,583 


98,782 


97,340 


96,062 


110,097 


87,951 


75,387 


63,382 


** 


1,254,316 


Public 


102,578 


107,224 


105,145 


104,532 


102,105 


98,785 


97,617 


96,475 


95,387 


109,829 


87,803 


75,283 


63,319 


** 


1,246,082 


Charter 


993 


882 


791 


739 


743 


798 


1,165 


865 


675 


268 


148 


104 


63 


** 


8,234 



* Exceptional children served in self-contained classrooms (includes trainable mentally handicapped students). 
** Beginning in 1996-97, exceptional children were included in their specific grade category. 
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